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4th January 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to Term 3!  
 
Our topic this term is South America. We will be learning all about this fascinating continent, and its many 
countries. 
 
Please ensure children come into school prepared and ready with their pencil case, water bottle and healthy 
snack. We have stationery items in school that I can gladly provide but they will need their own pencil case to 
put them in. 
 
I really must stress how important it is this year for all children to be learning their spellings and completing their 
homework. Spellings are taught in school and any reinforcement at home will really help the children to commit 
them to memory. I will be assessing them to make sure homework is accessible; it is a brilliant opportunity for 
them to learn be refreshing and practising their English and maths skills. I completely understand that our days 
are so much busier than they have been and managing everything is a real challenge, but I can not stress 
enough how important it is for the children to be doing this extra work outside of school, it truly supports their 
learning. They are also very proud to have completed it and see their hard work produce results – it is also 
fabulous preparation for them as they prepare for transitioning to secondary school. 
 
A gentle reminder that Mental Arithmetic homework will be given every Wednesday, to be returned the following 
Wednesday for marking. English Skills homework will be given every Thursday, to be returned the following 
Thursday. Spellings will be given and tested on every Thursday.  
 
We will be slowly introducing a new element to our homework expectation through Atom Learning this term but 
an email will be sent out to parents directly regarding this. 
 
Please email me directly on endeavourclass@nettlebed.oxon.sch.uk  if you have any queries or questions 
although please understand that emails to this address maybe not be read as frequently due to teaching 
commitments. If you have a pressing issue, please contact Mrs Sedwell in the school office.  
 
Wishing you a wonderful term. 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
 
Mrs Burbedge 
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South AmericA 
Spring Term 1 

2022 
 

We will be studying the vast and fascinating 
continent of South America. The majority of 
our writing and our geography lessons will 

be based on this learning. 
 
 

 

PE 

Whole class PE is on Monday morning – a 

change to the morning due to a need to use the 

hall.  

Indoor PE is yoga and outdoor PE is hockey. 

Year 5 will have Forest School on Tuesday 

afternoon. 

Music 

This term, Mr Stainsby will be working with 

the children on a unit of learning called 

‘Stop!’. They will be learning about rhythm 

and timing and will be putting this into 

practise each week. 

  

Reading 

We will be reading a range of South 

American folktales and fables throughout 

the term. I will be reading Journey to the 

River Sea by Eva Ibbotson to the children 

as our class reading text. I will be trying to 

encourage to embrace reading for pleasure 

and discussing and sharing books they 

have enjoyed reading. Children will have 

regular reading comprehension sessions to 

practise this skill. 

Science 

Our science unit is ‘Properties and 
Changes in Materials’ which will be taught 

to all of year 5 & 6 

 

 

  

Art 

We will be learning colour mixing skills with  

acrylic paints and oil pastels. The artist we 

will learn about to support our skill practise 

is Hokusai 

PHSCE 

This term the whole class will be 

completing a PSHCE unit of work on 

‘Keeping Myself Safe’.  

 

RE 

Our Religious Education unit of learning 

this term is a topic on Buddhism, 

  

Writing 

Some of our writing will be based on South 

American folktales and fables this term. 

Children will learn about different text types 

and will be expected to complete one large 

piece of writing each week as well as a 

range of smaller pieces of writing.  

The children will be writing a letter home 

from our trip to Yenworthy. 

  


